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STIL 2009 - 7th Brazilian Symposium in 
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Short report 
(NAACL Latin America Fund) 

 
 

The 7th Brazilian Symposium in Information and Human Language Technology (STIL 
2009) was carried out at the city of São Carlos, in Brazil, from September 8 to 11. It is 
the main event of the Brazilian Computer Society Special Group on Natural Language 
Processing (NLP) and is considered the biggest event in this area in South America. 
 This year the event counted with several satellite events, namely, the Student 
Workshop on Information and Human Language Technology, the Brazilian Olympiad 
on Computational Linguistics, the Workshop on Portuguese Description, the Web and 
Text Intelligence Workshop, the Portuguese and Multi-lingual Ontologies Workshop, 
and the Rhetorical Structure Theory Brazilian Meeting. The event included national and 
international invited speakers, tutorials, a discussion panel, poster sessions, and 
software demonstration sessions. The event received 160 participants: 50 
professors/researchers and 110 undergraduate and graduate students. 
 In general, the whole event (main track and satellite events) selected about 105 
papers to be presented, counting with a highly international and multidisciplinary 
program committee. The main track received about 90 paper submissions, accepting 
30% of them. The event had 3 official languages: Portuguese, Spanish and English, 
giving the opportunity for everyone to be comfortable to present and interact, however, 
there were recommendations for using English whenever possible, in order to allow a 
wider accessibility to the talks and presentations. Besides being published in Brazil, the 
proceedings were also indexed by IEEE (IEEExplore) and were made available on-line. 
 STIL main track had technical sessions on the following topics: machine 
translation, text summarization, syntax and semantics, ontologies, multiword 
expressions and named entities, lexical analysis and lexicography, and text 
classification and clustering. We believe that these topics represent well the main 
research themes in Brazil. The invited speakers were from varied areas, in order to 
accomplish the challenge of STIL: to be a forum for all of those interested on NLP – 
computer scientists, linguists, information scientists, among others. We had the 
following invited talks: 
�   “From Computational Linguistics to Computational Semiotics”, by Clarisse 
Sieckenius de Souza (Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Rio de Janeiro); 

�   “Learning Language, Evolving Languages”, by Ted Briscoe  (University of 
Cambridge); 

�   “Do Linguists and Computer Scientists speak the same language?”, by Violeta 
Quental (Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Rio de Janeiro). 

 



There were also 2 tutorials at STIL, one mainly for new students in the area and other 
for researchers in general: 
�   “Fast and Practical Corpus Processing using Standard Linux Tools”, by Caroline 
Gasperin (Universidade de São Paulo); 

�   “Robust Wide-Coverage Parsing: Evaluations, Representations, Issues, and 
Applications”, by Ted Briscoe. 

 
Regarding the NAACL funding, we used it for supporting the students in the Student 
Workshop and in the Olympiad. These events were mainly intended for undergraduate 
students, trying to bring them to the main conference and to foster interest in the area in 
Brazil. The Student Workshop received 21 paper submissions and accepted 16 of them. 
The Olympiad had two tracks: one in the form of a written exam and one in the form of 
system submission and evaluation. The exam was on logical and conceptual knowledge 
required for the area, and had 20 registered students, from which 12 attended the exam. 
The system (the other track) was on the question answering theme (from a group of 
texts and a given (simple) question, the system should provide an answer), and had 13 
registered groups (totalizing 26 students), from which 4 attended the submission (8 
students). With the NAACL funding, it was possible to do the following: 
�   To award the 3 best students in the exam with certificates and (symbolic) money 
amounts (with awards from about U$70,00 to U$180,00), whose names and affiliations 
are: 

o Kauê Silveira (Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul) 
o Diego Zanchi (Universidade de São Paulo) 
o Erick G. Maziero (Universidade de São Paulo) 

 
�   To award the 3 best groups (6 students) in the system submission with certificates and 
(symbolic) money amounts (with awards from about U$70.00 to U$180.00), whose 
names and affiliations are: 

o Vinícius Rodrigues de Uzêda (Universidade de São Paulo) 
o Daniel Feitosa (Universidade de São Paulo) 
o Erick Galani Maziero (Universidade de São Paulo) 
o Felipe Gomes (Universidade de São Paulo) 
o Danilo Machado Junior (Universidade Estadual de Maringá) 
o Juliano H. Foleiss (Universidade Estadual de Maringá) 

 
�   To pay the event registration for all the students from the Student Workshop and the 
Olympiad that attended the conference (each registration was about U$ 60.00, giving 
access to the whole event, its social meetings and the proceedings), whose names and 
affiliations are: 

o Adriano Nunes (Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Paraná) 
o Carolina Evaristo Scarton (Universidade de São Paulo) 
o Daniel Feitosa (Universidade de São Paulo) 
o Danilo Machado Junior (Universidade Estadual de Maringá) 
o Diego Rafael Amancio (Universidade de São Paulo) 
o Erick Galani Maziero (Universidade de São Paulo) 
o Felipe Gomes (Universidade de São Paulo) 
o Gustavo A. de M. Almeida (Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais) 
o Israel Aono Nunes (Universidade Federal de São Carlos) 
o Juliano H. Foleiss (Universidade Estadual de Maringá) 
o Laís Meuchi (Universidade Federal de São Carlos) 



o Ligia Spanó Nakano (Universidade de São Paulo) 
o Samara Liz (Universidade Federal do Piauí) 
o Vinícius M. A. de Souza (Universidade Estadual de Maringá) 
o Vinícius Rodrigues de Uzêda (Universidade de São Paulo) 

 
The students were highly motivated and had the opportunity to attend the whole event 
and to meet and interact with the other students and researchers. We had several 
testimonials from the students on how much they enjoyed it. 
 In what follows there are some pictures from the awarding ceremony and from 
the students presenting their papers, as well as a group picture: 
 
�   Student Workshop awarding ceremony (conducted by the event chairs) 
 

  

 

 

 
�   Olympiad awarding ceremony (conducted by the event chairs) 
 

  



  

 

 

 
�   Students presenting their papers and group picture 
 

  

  



 
 
In general, the whole event was very well evaluated and was considered the best edition 
of it since its creation. Its next edition will be carried out in 2011. 
 The event official website is at www.nilc.icmc.usp.br/til/stil2009_English, and 
the full proceedings at www.nilc.icmc.usp.br/til/stil2009_English/Proceedings. More 
information about the event and the satellite workshops may also be found there. 
 We take the opportunity to thank NAACL once more for the support. It was very 
much appreciated and contributed to the quality of the event. 
 
 

Thiago A. S. Pardo and Maria das Graças V. Nunes 
STIL 2009 general organizers 

 


